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1 PRICE ONE SHILLING, 


5 


7" THE 


My DFAR Counrevuen, 


. AM not going to | addreſs 1 you upon any [ 


of the too common topies of party differences, - 


5 either in religion or politics, but on a ſubjett 


8 of infinitely greater importance : —the means by 


which you may recover your national proſperity, 5 


PER and enjoy again the bleſſings of Peace, | 1wiſh 


= you, therefore, to read what I have written, with 


that ſerious attention the ſubject demands, and 


1 with the candour neceſſary t to excuſe the imper- 1 


fettions of the writer. 3 
I am perſuaded, that it will be readily ac- 5 
knowledged, by all who are capable of rational 


| 1 > reflettion, 


a2 1 1 THE MONITOR. 
refieAion, that our national calamities are great 
and alarming, bey ond whatever has been known 
amongſt us ſince the reformation from Popery. 
1 therefore, beg leave, in the FIRST. place, to F 
mention ſome of the principal of them, by way 
of introduQtion to what 1 would farther hint to 

you ; — particularly, The exceedingly deſolating 

5 jnundations that took place the laſt winter, in 


many parts of the country ;—The extreme and. 


 encreaſing dearneſs of all the neceſſaries of life; — 


The pinching wants and miſeries of the poor; 7 


| and the diſtreſs of many of the lower orders * 


5 tradeſmen and mechani cs ; the vaſt numbers 


that have periſhed by diſeaſe within twelyemonths 


paſt, in the capital, and moſt of our great towns 


and villages ; . che like never known ſince the 


8 "plague; be laughter of 0 many thouſands of 


our brave ſellow ſubjects, in the courſe of the = 


5 palin W ar, and the enormous demands upon - 


our public refources | in its ſupport, both exceed- * 8 


ing all example in our former . ars; and, 


| conſequence of this, the ruin brought upon ode: 


 menuſadofies and commerce, wich the many Kill e 


greater 
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5 greater calamities chat thfcaten us.—Thefe, alto- | 
gether, preſent us with ſuch A group of alllicting 5 
objecis, as the oldeſt man living never ſaw before 


N this country, and ſuch as naturally leads us, to | 


endeavour at leaſt, to inveſtigate the cauſe, and, 25 


if ne find out the means of deliverance. 


And here, as the cauſes and occaſions of alt: 


theſe evils and e means of deliverance from 4 


them are the ſame in general, it vill be ſufficient 


7 for my purpoſe, if we - confine our attention more - 


Z particularly to that of Wan, and to the moſt ef- 
ſectual meaſures for the reſtoration of a  loſting and 22 


honourable Pr. ACE. : 


1 am very ſenſible that you | differ aidely in your | 


ſentiments about the Juſtice and the neceſsity of 


: the War in which we are now engaged, as well 3 


1 about the time and mode of attempting a Px ACE. : 
- On theſe heads therefore I ſhall here fay nothing 
it would only ſerve to embarraſs my ſubje&, and 


weaken the force of wy argument wich the one 


party or the other, if not with both. Indeed, my 5 


plan does not require any diſquiſition of nis 
nature. Nevertheleſs I will venture to ſay, that 
TILE : 7 Os Was, 
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| Wan, however juſt and neceſſary, and even defi "—- 


rable to intereſted individuals, is an awful vitneſs 


ol the folh, madneſs, and wickedneſs of mankind ; 


a and has ever been conſidered by the viſe and the 2 OD 


good of all countries, and in all ages, as one of 3 


N the moſt deplorable judgments of ALMIGHTY Gov, 3 


5 provoked by the i iniquity of the people upon whom 


It was inflicted ; and, therefore, in Him, a juſt and 


: neceſſary vindication of the honour of his moral 


. government. 


The aggreſfors i in | theſe 25 muſt, undoubtedly, - 


= "In the moſt guilty, | and add greatly to the mea- 8 


. ſure of their iniquity, by their manifeſt injuſtice 8 


and favage thirſt for buman blood. But the righ- : 


: teous Sov ereign of the world does not, uſually, 


let looſe ſuch monſters upon any nation that bas 3 


fe not notoriouſly offended him, and really d elerve 4 85 
; ſuch a dreadful token of his diſpleaſure, | OY 


The ſacred records afford us many inflances I 


55 to demonſtrate the truth of this obſervation. The E 


Iſraelites were a people diſtinguiſhed from all the 


; reſt of the world, by peculiar tokens of the favour - 


| of Gon in the courſe of his providence, and by 


| extraordinary 


1 1 15 extraordinary religious tech, precepts, and = 


. promiſes ; yet, when they offended him by their 


| idolatries and other vices, and, though warned 


and exhorted to repentance by his prophets, Rill 5 


perſevered in their wickedneſs, he ſuffered their 850 


i moſt implacable enemies to bring upon them all 


: the horrors of the moſt unjuſt and cruel Wars. 


= And the general hiſtory of mankind will furniſh 


m with numerous inſtances, of che like condut of 


providence, with reſpe& to other nations. 8 


Soppoſing, therefore, the Wan in a we 5 


are e engaged, ever o Ju uſt and neceſſary on our 8 


: part, yet fill it is to be conſidered as a judgment 8 
from Cod; and conſequently, that he mult have * 
5 been provoked by ſome miſconduft of ours to- 


© wards him to viſit us with it, For we are told in = 


"0 his word, ws T bat he i is moſt gracious and merci- | 


40 ful, flow to anger, and does not willingly (i. e. 5 
«& without juſt cauſe) alllict che children of men, 1 

— « deſiring not the death of the ſioner, but that he OY 
« ſhould repent and live.” 


Hence it is evident, that the firſt Beph in this 0 
jraportant buſineſs of reſtoring the bleſſing of - 


Peace, 
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: Pract, muſt be a \ ſerious inquiry into the MORAL 


cauſes of the Was; or what occaſion we have 8 


given to our r gracious Gop to chaſtize us in this 


awful manner. And here we ſhall find no great 


ge difficulty attending our reſearches, The occaſions . 


are ſo many, great, and obvious, chat they meet 
| the enquir ing eye on every hand i in the moſt alar- - 
ming abundance. Fe or inſtance The great en. | 
creaſe. of infidelity and contempt of revealed Fea 


Tigion, amongſt thoſe who. imagine they poſſeſs 


more enlightened underſtandings, and ſtronger - 


: powers of reaſon, chan the bulk of mankind : 


and, in conſequence of this, the prevalence of „ 


Z vice! in all its moſt ſhocking forms; a conſequence i 


2 naturally, if not neceſſarily, flowing from ſuch prin. 8 


| ciples. F or if the evil propenſities of the buman N 


N nature are with o much difficulty kept within due 


. bounds, by the many powerſul reſtraints this reli- 


8 gion affords, what can be expekted when they _ In 


entirely removed and trampled on, but that thoſe. 


| propenſities ſhould take their full range, and bear 5 


| down all befere them ? Accordingly we find, pride 7 


and luxury, injultice and cruelty, drunkenneſs and - 


_ adultery, 
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adultery, and every | ſpecies of wickedneſs, prac- 
tiſed with the moſt aſtoniſhing effrontery by vaſt 
numbers i in the ſuperior ranks of life; : and many _ 
of the lower ſort, idle, profligate, ſeditious, and 
Arongly diſpoſed to riot and plunder ; J while the 0 
honeſt induſtrious few are ſighing i in \ ſecret, under 5 


the miſeries of negleted want, or, the. iron rod 
of oppreſſion. : 


And, tough amongſt thoſe who an che middle 


Ge, ations in ſociety, as they are not expoſed to the 


= grog temptations which attend the two extremes, L 


5 we naturally expect to. find ſome religion and vir- LY 


: tue; yet alas! what deplorable inſtances of the 


1 vices of both thoſe extremes do we too often meet 


wih even here! Or, however, ſuch an inſatiable 


> thirſt for the wealt! a of the world, as leads them 0 


praktiſe the molt ſhameful frauds, and even cruel 


. oppreſſions, in the purſuit of it, unbridled intem- 8 


perance in the enjoyment, and the moſt ruinous 


5 bankruptcies | in conſequence ! 5 


Vea, even amongſt the ſolemn profeſſors of 
religion; we often ſee more of the form than the 
gower of godlineſs 2 great deal of vehement, and | 


_ even 
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even perſecuting zeal, in \ ſupport of their reſpec- 


tive modes and peculiarities of faith and worſhip, | 


e with ſcarcely the appearance of the pure — 


lent ſpirit of the goſpel, either in principle or 15 
praftice ; while they freely indulge themſelves, in 
7 too many inſtances, inthe intemperate love of the 


riches and pleaſures of the world. 


To theſe fins of individuals we way add, 


= what we may properly call national crimes, de- 


= cauſe countenanced by 1 the legiſlative and execu- | 


Dn Fs tive powers; t Such as the multiplicity of legal — 


GE oaths, adminiſtered upon the moſt willing occa- > 


ſions, in the moſt careleſs and! irrev erent manner; ; 
by which the ſacred name of ALMIGUTY Gov is 
ſhamefully nes: and the hornd guilt of per- 1 
: jury often incurred, N e 
That deteſtable beast i in the gel, if men, : 


| the Stavz Trxavr, is not the leaſt of our national ; 


- iniquities, A T: ade carried on, by deceit and - 


violence, robbery and murder, and every kind of ; 


injuſtice and cruelty, for the gratification. of A. 


| ſordid paſſion for gain, and the enjoyment of its 5 


luxurious pleaſures; and this in deſpite of the 


repeated 
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: repeated remonſtrances of the wiſe and he good 


againſt it, and the cleareſt demonſtrations of its 15 
wickedneſs, 


x wiſh. I could not 2 to | the awful un of | 


57 this kind of ſins, the ſhocking PROFANATION or 


8 run BLESSED SACRAMENT oF THE Logp' 8 SUPPER, 


by obliging the clergy of che eſtabliſhed church ; 
{2 4a give it to the moſt profane and vicious, to 


Deiſts or even Atheiſts, that call for i it, as a x quali. = 


Dy fication for places of truſt under the government. 5 


; The men of this world, mere politicians, who 


have no religion or conſcience, may endeavour : 


5 to palliate this GR058. affront 0 the bleſſed Re- 5 


5 DEEMER; but EVERY CONSCIENTIOUS Clergyman 5 


muſt deplore the fad neceſſity hei is under, by the 
laws of his country, of acting a part ſo repugnant 


to his ſenſe of the ſacred inſtitution, and ardently 


Ts wiſh that ſome more innocent Teſt might be de- 7 


. viſed for excluding the Diſſenters in thoſe caſes, — 


. the fa fey « of the State REALLY requires ſuch 1 
” a meaſure, = . 1 


The ſhameſul abuſe of the Lony' $ bar, in 5 


the purſuit of pleaſure; the negledt and even con- 


= 3 tempt 


S 
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15 tempt of public worſhip, is a \ fin of the firſt mag- 
nitude, and of dangerous conſequence ; and yet 
Pg grown exceedingly common, eſpecially amongſt the 
| very rich and very poor; . this may therefore be 
1 called a national fin : for though we bave lays : 


; : againſt it, they are ſeldom enforced. 


| That ſyltem of corruption, hich: too often 


pervades ſome of the departments of. public bu- 
ſineſs: and particularly infefts too many of our | 
boroughs, where the eleors ſend any man to re- 1 
preſent them in parliament, that will give. them = 4 
7 the moſt money 3 —This, if not to be ranked 
e amongſt our national fins, is certainly a very 
: _ great evil;  firikes at the very root of all moral 
_  reQtitude, honour, and conſcience, and tends to _ 
deſtroy that ſpirit of independence, which is» ne- ä 
ceſſary 10 ſecure the Juſt rights and liberties of | 
- be people. 1 Tit ne bo) 8 
: In this view of things, where is the wonder TD 
that. ve ſhould be vilited with ſo many tokens of Rs 
- "the divine diſpleaſure, and particularly with this 1 
preſent molt CALAMITOUS Wan Ln A War that 


has colt the nation more. blood and TREASURE, 


and 
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and been more bumbling to its PRIDE, than any 
yet recorded in its hiſtory ; ; as: even the moſt 
zealots friends of it muſt allow. Now if we real - = 
: ly delire to be delivered from this alarming evil, = 


end enjoy again the ſweet bleſſings of a laſting 


and honourable Pack, we mult begin with ſcek- 


; ing Peace with God, by ſincere repentance and re- 
formation; endeavour to ſee our fins in all their 
enormity ; confeſs them before him with real con- 
trition; heartily forſake them, and turn to bim in 
the ſincere praftice of piety and virtue, with an 
humble hope in his mercy through his Jon Jesus | 
= ” Cunisr. a This 1 is unqueſtionably the duty « of every E 
| individual, We cannot, indeed, properly ſpeak- 
3 feel any remorle of conſcience for the fins of 
45 or turn them from their evil ways; ; but we 
; may, and we : ought to lament over them; pray for : | 
their repentance and pardon, and. endeavour to LY 
5 lead them into the path of duty, Were this once | 
generally the caſe, — were we thus reconciled to 
| Goo, and at Pracs with Him, we ſhould ſoon 
bod che happineſs of Peace with Mex reſtored to 1 


: for we read in his word, that 66 when a man 's > 


| by ways 2 
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12 THE MONITOR, 
« « ways pleaſe the Lond. be maketh bis enemies . 
« to be at Peace with him.“ = 1 N 
Next to Peace with Go D, and, indeed, as ef. . 
e to it, we ſhould be folicitous to. cultivate 
Peace amongſt ourſelves ; lay aſide all party ani- 
| moſities and angry contentions, and live together 
” in that unanimity and confidence which ſound 
reaſon and mutual intereſt diftate, and which our 
common Chriſtianity charges upon us as our in- 
3 duy. 1 — 
Some of you, my Countrymen, are zealous for 1 8 
0 eee in the State, and particularly 3 in our 
8 parliamentary repreſentation ; others of you are | 
as vehemently againſt 8 3 truſt you on both 
: ſides mean well, and conſider your reſpellive plans : 
= as moſt conducive to the public welfare ; though 5 
5 your zcal often carries you too far. Of the re- EY 
L forming party there are ſome, who conſider their i, 
5 opponents as hoſtile to the juſt rights and liberties 
of the people; ſervile abettors of deſpotic tyran- 5 
ny and oppreſſion, in all their moſt odious forms 2 = 
while, on the other hand, the oppeſers 7 this res 


form, conſider its promoters as inveterate ene- | 


mies 


cies 
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mies to our happy conſtitution, no better than | 
: French Jaco! ines and Atheiſts, plotting the in- 
troduction of the moſt licentious anarchy and 


N confulion amongſt us. in Church and Sta: * 


It is probable that there are, on each ſide, men 


; of profligate charatters, who. are under the in- 


; fluence. of the pernicious principles with which 


they reſpeAively charge one another. And it is 


; difficult to lay, which of em are the greateſt 


enemies to the conſtitution and rea! happinels of 
their county; as nothing. can be more certain, PO. 
5 than, that were either Royal Deſpotiſm or Jaco- ; 
= binical I eveliſm. to prevail here, the people would 385 
be be miſerable i in the extreme, Society cannot hap- 
| pily ſubſiſt without government, nor that without = 
25 juſt and equitable laws; ſuch as at once ſecure 
due ſubordination, and the full enjoy ment of life, e 
15 liberty, property, the natural rights and privi- 5 
edges of all reſpeAively, whether high or low, . 


rich or poor, governours or governed, to which 


* have all an equal claim. 


Is; muſt be confeſſed, that. there ; are hene 


| ghings, if not in our conflitution itſelf, yet in the 


po admini- 


1 8 * . 8 y WS IP 


2 
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adminiſtration of t Nene affairs, not Juſt as they 
- ought to be. But this was always the caſe, as 
: well as now, and always will be, under any form 
- of government, while human nature continues in 
| its preſent imperfett ſtate of religion and morals : : . 
and while the difates of true wiſdom, which are 
f always founded | in Juſtice and goodnels, are made 
to give way to the intriguing arts of ſelfiſh COUP - . 
5 tiers and State jugglers. In ſhort, Mes mult be | 
f beuer beſore the Times can be ſo; and, af that love 
10 our country, which ariſes from the true fear of N 
| God and a due regard to his laws, were to predo- 5 4 
minate in them ; af moral recitude and benevo- 
lence mould become che ruling principles i in their | 
hearts, and inſpire them with a juſt! regard to their 
=: common rights, civil and religious ; and the fiery : 
zealots of our ſev eral parties, inſtead of provoking - 
one anot her with railing accuſations and falſe 
charges, ſhould cheriſh, the ſpirit of genuine and. 
nel: ; 5 this would be the moſt effeQual means of x 
5 corretiing the abuſes of gov ernment, of which ve : 


hear ſuck heavy and loud complaints, 


4 Res 
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A Reformation then of morals, N peo- 
pie of all ranks and degrecs, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, is abſolutely and indiſpenſibly neceſ- 


N fary ; and therefore to be moſt fervently wiſhed, = 


N and earneſtly endeavoured, by all, and will be fo 
by every true lover of his country, and the real 
intereſt of mankind. DS 


But how is this ſo neceffary Reformation 0 


5 be effefted ?—This i is the great queſtion, 


Philoſophy has for ages s exerciſed her pow ers, = 


” in a variety of forms, to this purpoſe, but without - 


the deſired eſfect. She may, indeed, bave inſpired | 


here and there one of a more refined and exalted. . 


genius with a degree of philanthropy, to which 1 5 


the generality of boch the great vulgar: and the : 


5 ſmall are utter firangers ; | and by this means way 
have produced, once or twice in an age, an illufſ- 
trious patron of the civil rights and liberties of 

5 mankind —but this | is all. —Her dofarines, at belt, 


have ever proved too weak and inſufficient for 8 


. gener al Reformation | in morals, when ſet, as they . 


5 8 muſt be, againſt the mighty hoſt of vu ulgar Preju- D 


dices, and the vicious bropenſuies of buman na- 


ture, 


7 voi | Vie aan? — ue ME. — 2 
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__ cheriſhed by the arts x of ſuperſtitious prieſts 
and ambitious politicians. Many of theſe philo- 
15 ſophers themſelves were miſerably defeftive in 

_ their morals ; 5 and the people at larze felt no 
5 energy at all, in their refined ſpeculations alone, : 
= the purpoſes of their Reformation, 

This was the caſe with the antients, and it 1 

the ſame now Philoſophy, in a neighbouring 
country, it is . has done much towards 

the demolition of their old ſyſtem of eccleſiaſtical 8 

. and civil tyranny ; 4 but i it bas done worſe than no- 
= thing towards reforming the morals of the peopte. 5 5 9 
The men who, after the firſt national aſſembly, 

| took the lead i in public affairs, with all their noify 3 

declamations in praiſe of philoſophy and reaſon, 5 

and boaſtful zeal for the rights and liberties of 
men, were ſome of the moſt unprincipled, vicious, 5 
abandoned miſcreants, that ever diſgraced buman 

nature;  prattiſing, under the ſacred name of Li- 

berty, the molt licentious cruel and bloody tyran- h 
ny, and propagated both by precept and example 


mme groſeſt immoralities. At. preſent, indeed, there 


appears a ſpirit of moderation, and ſome regard U 
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to ; jullice and binevolencs amongſt them, which 
are the leading principles i in ſound morality; þ but 85 

no thorough change i in their own moral charadter, 1 
much lels in that of the common people under _ 
their tuition and influence; nor can it be expetted, 

while mere philoſophy is the ole agent, and the | 
religion of Cur1sr treated with contempt : —a phi- : 
loſophy which, if it admits of a Dearry, denies 
his moral perfeAions and government ; . and, con- 


| ſequently, all virtue and vice, but what is s purely 7 


F political. 


5 555 reformation. in the moral world, nothing = 
will, or can ever prove elfellual, but the fincere - 
: i praflical belief « of the goſpel. To this important 
end it is moſt admirably adapted. Its words are, 
ry indeed, ſpirit. and 17 ife ; — its dottrines, promiſes, N 
and precepts, are every way ſuited to the moral 
date and feelings of people of all ranks and con- : 
ditions ; the prince and the begg ar, the calight- 
ened philoſopher, and the illiterate peaſant, | It 
8 poſſeſſes a vital energy peculiarly calculated 6 
awaken, enlighten, and purify. the human mind, 
D- SE Tera give : 


To the great end of bringing about an uni- 


* ee 8 
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give a divine dignity to its ſentiments and modes | 
3, of thinking, and carry it far above the little, low, 
: ſordid intereſts, that captivate the hearts of the 
men of this world, who have their portion | in this 
7 life, by opening to its view enjoyments infinitely 
” ſuperior, and ſecuring the actual poſſelſion of TR 
U them, to every humble obedient believer, by the 8 
5 folemn promiſes of an almighty and faithful 

5 Cod, and the Reveencen' s moſt precious blood. 5 
It is, in a word, the ON LY ſyſtem of religion that | 8 

7. 8. really effeQual to the great purpoſe of mending 1 
= and renewing the depraved hearts of men, turning OE 
| them from darkneſs to light, ; 
— Satan unto. God, and di: them truly viſe, CD : 


rom the power. of 


good, and happy. 


Were the 8 of this kingdom univerſally,” 


to. receive this religion in its genuine ſimplicity | 
and power, and act upon its principles, we ſhould | 
foon find an happy deliverance from the vices. 
that now- fo greatly abound amongſt us, and ſo 
degrade our national character; and, conſequem- 15 5 
ly. from the heavy judgments which they have. 


brought upon us, and ſhould enjoy n not only 


th a 


THE MONITOR, 9 995 19 


the Woll deſired bleſſing of Fakes; but every 


other token of an indulgent Providence, the want 


of which we now ſo ſeverely feel. And were the 5 
5 | whole world to become real Chriſtians, and con- 
805 duft themſelves by the principles and rules of the . 80 
goſpel, we ſhould hear no more complaints of 
tyranny and oppreſſion, nor of the horrid deſola- 
tions of war, and famine, and peſtilence ; 1 but No 
4 ould find bann and juſtice, wealth and plenty, 
peace and good-will towards man, every where 


5 triumphant, and the voice of 3 joy and gladneſs be a 


| heard to earth's remoteſt ends. FF cas 


Upon this truly divine religion. then, Ye 
lovers of your country, fix your attention, and th 
7 make it your | ſcrious concern to enter into its be- 5 
| . nevolent ſpirit, feel its vital power, and live en- | 
5 tirely under its influence, in peace with Gov and ; 
a man Lay alide all your party avimoſkies, wrath 7 
8 and bitterneſs, put the beſt conſtruction upon each . 
J others principles and condułt, and endeayour to 
excel one another i in that real love of your coun- 


cg ary. with which. the goſpel tends to inſpire you. 
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1 would hope that patriotiſn which you ſo = 
zealoufly profeſs, is, in the main, fe incere, and is 
your governing principle on all ſides ; at leaſt, 
el that you think ſo; but conſider well, whether that - 
truly laudable paſſion may not be under the in- Se eg 
: fluence of ſome miſtaken notion about the true | 
intereſt of your country, and wherein it con- 
Gifteth :—whether ſelf- love, the deſire of grati- 
. Tying ſome evil propenſity i in your own hearts, and 
15 groundleſs prejudices againſt your neigbours, may 
=o not be miſtaken for this patriotic affeQion, This 
| has been generally the caſe, with the violent of all 
parties, and often the ſource of many dreadful - 
8 miſchiefs; and, it is to be feared, will be ſo now, 5 
if this wrathful ſpirit be indulged, and ſuffered to 55 
= have its fall ſcope. Beware of this, and remem- : 
© ber, that the true love of your country muſt be 
that which is under the government of reaſon, 
| jullice, benevolence, that love of Goo, and your 


neighbour, which the religion, « of Cusier incul-. 
cales. . 


Thoſe i in n power ſhould ha as careful _ 


not to — 1. their jealouſies and ſuipicions 200 o far, | 
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© they a are often tempted t to do, leſt they oppref 
the innocent, when they mean only to chaſtize the 
guilty. Too great a ſtretch of power, however 
pleaſing to the poſſeſſor, is a dangerous thing, and 55 
elways hurts the cauſe it aims o ſerve, by pro- 
vo ing the relentments that every ſufferer natu- . 
5 cally licks; ; white a wil 4 treatment, ſuch as Chrif- . 
5 tianily digates, ſubdues the riſing prejudices of - 
1 the mind, rediſes its miſtakes, conciliates eſteem | 
15 d reverence, inſpires confidence, and ſucceſs= | 
fully reclaims. 5 : Set, 
And thoſe out rf power, we people at large, | 
„ mould conſider themſelves as under the moſt ſe⸗ 
rious obligations of ſubmiſſion to the laws of their 
country, in every inſtance, where their ſuperior 
obligations to the laws of Gon and conſeience do = 
| 0 not forbid chem; and be ready to pay that re- | 
5 ſpeAful deference to " the powers that be,” which 
4 reafon of things, and the good order of g- TD 


0 vernment, naturally reduire, and which. our r holy 


aig paints out as their duty. 


Should any one of thoſe, who entirely reje@ | 
Chriſtianity, happen to caſt his eye upon this Ad- 


3 dreſe 85 | 
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dreſs, and deign to read it, 1 would entreat him; 5 
by the love he feels for bis country, (to ſay no- 55 
thing of his regard for his own immortal intereſt 0 . 
8 to lay aſide his prejudices for a moment, and en- 
Fe, deavour to examine the evidences in fayour of 
; this religion. fairly, with a mind open to convic- : 
tion, with a ſincere defire of knowing and em- 


bracing the truth ; and then ak his own heart, 


whether, if taken as it lies i in the Bible, in its oun 


— mative fimplicity, it is not really calculated to pro- . 
295 mote rational piety and virtue, and conſequently - 
5 che true happineſs of mankind 7 In a word, whe- f 1 
5 ther it does not afford us principles better adapted 

-—w inſpire genuine love to our country, and more . 

| powerful motives to enforce the exerciſe of i it, than 

any merely natural or philoſophical ſyſtem can ST 

- pollidly GRE ?. If ſo, let bim cordially embrace this 

religion, and lire under its benign influence, and 1 5 

wen T; am far 2 he will 46 follow the things that make Fe 

« for PE ACE” wich Gon and man ; be realy hap- 1 


py in bi aim ofcif, and a blefling to ſociety. . : Z 


The mo oral! 'ZINg 5 tendency of the goſpel, is one 


of the briz zkeeſt and moſt perſuaſive evidences of 
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its divine original; fo that were chere no other 


reaſon to induce me to embrace it, this would be 
; ſufficient. The man that practically feels i its vital 


N power, and lives i in a conformity to it, hath a it. | 


£2 meſs in himſelf of i its TRUTH, againſt which all the 


: powers of infidelity and a hell united can never 
prevail, ſo as to perſuade bim to give up the ble. 


g ſed hope. it has been the means of producing in his 


| heart, 


bY is true this religion may be ſpeculatively 


. believed, and zcalouſiy profeſſed, and yet leave 


7 men under the fall dominion of their vices, as ve. 


yy, ſee in innumerable inſtances | is the caſe: ; but this i is 


| becauſe it is ONLY believed, not FELT; not receiv= ; 7 


ed! in ſincerity ol heart, in its native energy; for 


= is only when it is wa received, that | it pt. 


__ thoſe happy fruits of piety : and virtue which it is. 


intended to produce; but, when ſo received, 


will infallibly produce them in rich abundance, : 


as appears in many ixtking inſtances, —Shew me, 


N amongſt the various tribes of infidels, in this or any 5 
Re other country, where the goſpel | is known, us 


that fears and loyes and vorkhips Almighty Gon, 
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in ſpirit and in 586 governs] his appetites and | 
paſſions, by the rules of virtue, loves his neigh- 
8 bour as himſelf; does jultice, ſhews mercy, Tore -— 
Os, gives his enemies, and really endeavours to pro- 5 


: mote the happineſs of all within the ſphere of 


His influence ; ;—ON E that lives ſuperior to the flat- | 


W — oa ES 


eager mae LF e 


5 tering temptations of f proſperity, and the frowns of 
De adverliy ; and with all this, entertains a rational 8 
well grounded hope or an happy immortality.. ud 5 
: Shew me one ſuch perſon amongſt the r <j Qors 4 | 


8 divine revelation, and I will bew you THOUSAN vs 5 


of this amiable charaQter amongſt Its believers. It : 
1 is in this religion, and this only, that we find that = 1 
3 66 grace which teaches, 5 and enables weak ſinful Y 
WE 5, men to deny. all ungodlineſs and worldly luſt, 5 
+ M and to live foberly, righte ouſly, and godly "my 
Wh: 8 «1 this preſent evil N orld; and that can ſecure 10 
1 8 them the favour of Gov, and the bleſſings of 
\ yon and proſperity 10 their country. 0 7 | 
| 55 is readily acknowledged, that white many N 
y EE NO of the patrons of infidelity, ! in theſe chriſtian coun- 5 
. | tries, bave appeared zealous friends to che natural 
rights and liberties of mankind; too many Who 
1 1 LE VVV make 
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wake firong pretenſions t to the chriſtian charafter, 
and even rank ſigh in the Cauncn, have diſco- 
: vered very powerful propenſities to deſpotic ſla- 
55 very, and perſecuting bigotry ; but the reaſon of 
Bs this monſtrous inconſiſtency j is, they are mere pre- 
tenders to that lovely character; are naturally i igno- 
| rant, narrou- minded. malicious; . don? t underſtand 1 
- what they profeſs, and are in fat utter rangers | 
to the true ſpirit and genius of the goſpel : for no- : 
5 thing can be more contrary to that ſpirit, than the | 
: malevolent demon of perſecuting tyranny ecelefi af- „„ 
tical or civil. —And were thoſe infidels who are : 
the friends of Liberty, poſſeſſed of the true evan- . 5 
| gelical ſpirit, they would find their philoſophical : 
benevolence infinitely more exalted, extenſive, 8 | 
ſucceſsful, and their views of national felicity in. 
5 e more juſt and rational. 3 
„„ ſhort the chriſtian religion is to evidently 
: calculated to promote the true happineſs of wan. 
kind from the greateſt to- the leaſt, and to enable 
: them 1 to fill up their reſpeftive places i in ſociety 
With the greateſt propriety, that common ſenſe and 
: reaſon properly exerciſed, would lead every bopeſt - 
; E 35 „ re 
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| unprejudiced inquirer t to enhiace it. Bot the ruh 
is, moſt of theſe free-thinking gentlemen think * 


ſuper ficrally, and under the influence of inveterate 

= prejudices. | ; They take their ideas of the chriſtian | 

7 religion merely from human creeds, and thoſe falſe 
PE. ; appearances of it, w which ſuperſtition, enthuſiaſin, 
— and the dogmatical pride, of thoſe divines, who | 
1 affet to be « wiſe above what is written, ” have 
given it; or, at beſt, from ſome rrilling difficulties 

+ they may have met with i in the Bible, ariſing from 
Ew the miſtakes of tranſcribers, or the want of under- 5 1 
llanding the cuſtoms and. manners of the times in 
which i it was written ; none of which, bowever, af. : : 
ſect any one of i its leaſt eſſential doftrines, or V 


of the duties and hopes of the chriſtian life. 8 


But, if we may judge from the prodlice of the - — 


: l ofc our infidels, their averſion to the re- 3 
ligion of the Bible, ariſes principally from he 
Prritineſs of zts morals, and i its bearing to0 hard up- : 


on their prevailing inclination: to indul ge themſelves | 


- in their favourite vices, 


1 muſt farther obſerve, : as a matter of the laſt 


- importance, that if we with to ee our national 


morals 
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” oral: effeftually reformed, o as to ſecure the 
bleſſing of peace, and the other favours of Goo to 
: poſterity , we ſnould Pay a particular attention to 
5 THE RISING GEN ERATION, and endeavour to In. 
{til into \ the minds of youth the eſſential principles fo 
= EE of chriſtian virtue. In this view our Sunday ſchools, = 
and many other charitable inſtitutions for inftrue= 5 


tion, ſeem well calculated to anſwer very valuable ” 


ends with reſpect to the poorer fort. But there is 


- a molt notorious deſect, in the late prevailing mode - 
of education in thoſe great ſchools where many « of LS 
3 our youths i in the ſuperior ranks of life: are placed, ; 

l the moſt celebrated of thoſe devoted to the 2 
inftruQion of ſemales, the attention of the govern —— 
5 elſes is fo entirely taken up with the idea of de 
5 raſt importance of external accompliſhments to * 

5 commend young ladies to the notice of the faſhion- . 
able world, and enable them to make a figure in 
| the politer circle: of high life, that the better part, ; 

w_ the IMMORTAL MIND is miſerably neglefted, and 
5 leſt almoſt deſtitute My thoſe ſolid principles of re- 5 
= ligion and virtue, fo neceſſary 0, form them to 3 


* and prudent conduct, and enable them to 6h 
ü 
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up 5 their reſpeftive tations. in life, and diſcharge | 
oe ſocial duties, with honour to themſelves, and 
uſefulneſs to others. And as the habitual ſenti- 7” 
77 ments and taſte of the female world, has ſo great ED 
an inlluence on the other ſex, it is of ſo much the | 
; greater importance, thata reformation ſhould take 
place in this department, 
5 In too many of our larger public ſchools for ” 
| young gentlemen, it is to be ſeared, that the mo- 
diſh ambition of cultivating a taſte for claſſical | 
learning, and the ſtudy of the great authors of ; 
155 Greece and Rome, is carried 100 far, and conſider- 5 5 
5 ed as the grand defideratum in a gentleman 8 liter- TT 
5 ary accompliſhments, while almoſt every thing that 
6 favors of religion, and eſpecially the chriſtian re- ; 
ligion, is thought too mean and degrading to be 
particulerly attended to. Hence, not only the 
__ and moſt elegant diſcourſes of our chriſtian „ 
authors are veglefied, but « even the BIBLE itſelf; 
5 2 book that contains the ſublimeſt and moſt | inter- 15 
elling truths, chat were ev er offered to the atten- - 


tion of mankind, many of which alſo are expreſſed : 


in the higheſt ſtile of mortal language, The con- 


ſequence 


OE OT: Y 


ba ſequence i is, „chat, inſtead of the minds of young 
gentlemen being impreſſed with the divine excel- 


lence, and inlinite | importance of the chr ian doc- OL 


trine and morals; or that « wiſdom from above” 


which | is neceſſary to render them realy uſeful and 
ornamental members of the commu unity; they are . 

: led to admire the pagan polytheiſm and ſuperſti- 
tion, corrupted by the fabulous decorations of li- | 

. centiouſneſs, with which their writers, eſpecially 
their poets, abound; and thus they. are carly di 95 


= | poſed to liſten to the ſuperficial arguments, and 5 


feel the ridicule, of our infidel free thinkers. 355 


11 is, therefore, much to be wiſhed, that thoſe 5 
great men, who have the patronage and conduſt - 
of theſe capital ſeminaries of youthful literature, 
may ſee theſe things i in a proper light, and reform 
1 their plans. And one would hope, that the alarm- 
ing proſpefts before them from the encreaſing 5 
ſpread of infidelity and vice, and the love they 
muſt have for their country, will lead them to ; 
1 5 think ſeriouſly of this very intereſting ſabject; and © 
: if they do ſo, they will doubtleſs lay aſide thoſe ; 


prejudices, which time and cuſtom have led them N 
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and moll important bleſſing to buciety. 


t indulge, in \ favour of this pernicious partiality a 
for claffical erudition ; and that while they con- 
5 tinue o pay a Ju uſt deference 10 the celebrated 
5 5 authors of antiquity, in the pagan world, they 
will take particular care to provide ſulficient an- | 
tidotes againſt their poiſon, and, by proper re- 
5 marks on che vicious paſſages they meet with in 
reading. endeavour to preſerve the young mind | 
from their pernicious influence, and impreſs ie 
with th ae infinite beauty and exeelleney of Chrif. 1 
| tian virtue. And if, with this care, the Lord” s day | 8 
_ be properly improved, by a conſtant and ſcrious Y 835 
| attendance. on the duties of public worlhip, and 
15 5 the intervals between the hours of devotion and 
veceſlary refreſhment, be filled up. with reading 5s 
75 tuitable portions | of the facred writings, in the [8s . 
veral languages Which they underſtand, and the 
5 Practical diſcourſe 8 of ſome of our molt eminent 
div ines, wich thoſe that treat on the evidences of 
er nriſtianity bur great ſchools would then be, ; 
| What they ſhou! d be, vurſeri ies of rational piety 


and virtue, and render the rifing generation a real Z 


As 


e large. 
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As fo much of c our vational bappineſ: de- 
| pends on the regard paid to religion and morals, 
: by thoſe i in the higher ſtations of ſocial life ; it is 
N humbly ſubmitted to the ſerious conſideration aA - 
the heads of colleges and tutors, in our celebrated 
univerſities, whether ſome. improvement | in the : 
modes of inſtruction, and the exerciſe” of diſci- 
pline, might not be found pradticable ; particu- 
larly, with reſpect to ſtudents deſigned for holy 
orders, whoſe moral charaQers and attainments in N 
e ſacred literature are ſo effential to the propagation N 


SE of Chriſtian piety and \ virtue > amonglt the e i; _ 


5 Countrymen, moſt earneſtly to entreat you, and | | 
even ſolemaly adjure you, by all that Is dear and . 
facred, and; as you will anſwer it to your country, 8 

1 your conſciences and your Gov; to endeavour = 
rouſe yourſelves and one another from that ſhock- _— 
: ingly ſtupid i inattention to the divine diſpenſations, „„ 
which has ſo long and ſo generally prevailed amongft ; 

us, and! is at once both our ſin and our puniſhment, 107 
and a fare 0 ion of the approach of ſtill more fear- 


And r now to > conclude ;— ſuffer me, y dear _ 


| 
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tal Judgments, which nothing can effeftually pre- 5 

5 vent but our repentance. Awake then, and“ call | 

= upon your Gop while he i is near for grace to 5 

help you in this extreme neceſſity, and enable you ; ” 
to return to him with all your heart. In this __ 
there i is abundant room to HOPE for his mercy ;— > 

but, if reſolved till to continue in your fins, you | 
| ought to DESPAIR of it: : in this caſe your confi- 

dence « of ſafety would add, to all your other guilt, 155 


: the horrible fin of PRESUMPTION, | 


4 am not A ſtranger to the hiſtory of muikind; = 


and | have lived to ſee many revolutions amongſt 8 
them, both in judgment and merey; . and, from 
what I have learnt, by reading and obſervation, * Lone 

find this. a moſt certain truth,— that viex and 5 
; MISERY are inſe parably connefled.. By the divine 
conflitution of things, where the one prevails the = 


5 8 other muſt follow, ſooner « or later ; and, therefore Bf 


e 1 may venture to lay, without pretending to the 

9 5 ſupernatural ſpirit of prophecy ;—that unleſs there 3 
1 be ſome very conſe derable alteration for the better 

| in your moral principles and conduct, you will ſoon 

de a RUINED PEOPLE, It is poſſible, indeed, that 


the 
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dhe prayers « of the pious few may prevail with the 5 
= great Sovereign of the world, (as has ſometimes | 
been the caſe,) to ſtay his avenging hand, for the 
preſent, and try you a little longer with ſparing 
mercy. But, ſhould you aſter this refuſe to hear 3 
; 5 his gracious voice, harden your hearts, and dare | 
to 80 on till in your wickedneſs, your preſent 
exiltence i is not more certain, than that deſtruction ; 
: will come upon you with an irreſiſtable and over- 
Whelming power; for he has folemnly delared i in . 


de word of eternal truth. that you muſt either . 


| REPENT. on PERISH - 


= 6. e) repent, or ſuffer the loſs of all you chal 
7 dear and eſſential to your happiaels | in this world; 


. and 2 perdition infinitely more : tremendous | in i chat ; 


| which is. to come! 


As for you who are now penitently affe dled 
; with your own ins, and the fins and calamities of : 
5 your country, you will not, I traſt, want any ar. 
TT” guments to induce you to obey me heavenly call; „ 

nar though ſecure of the divine favour, yourlelves, . 

; fail to apply to the throne of grace, in fervent ſup- : ö 

| plication daily, for national Feace aud proſperity; ; En 
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. yet ſtop not here, but exert your moſt Qrenuous 
endeavours, by ſuitable inftruQions, warnings, 
encouragements, and, particularly by your good 
example, to lead all, within che reach of your in- 
fluence, to that repentance, and reformation of 
Þ morals, on which, as a nation, our preſent and = - 
ture happineſs ſo manifeſtly depends. By adding : 
5 ſuch a part you may become che bleſſed inſtruments 
1 of ſaving your country from ruin, and acquire a = 

| . glory 15 infinitely ſuperior to any 1 that the greateſt 1 
vero ever did. or poſſibly could acquire, by the 
mot brilliant vidlories in the field of bloody war, 
or by the conqueſt of kingdoms for the gratifca- : 
tion of the pride and ambition of the tyrants of the 


each. 
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APPENDIX. 


Sinei this addreſs \ was put into the printer: 5 


5 bands (its publication being retarded by ſome un- . 


1 foreſeen accidents) the calamitics under which we . 


are ſuffering, have been greatly encreaſed; parti= 


cularly by the dearneſs and ſcarcity of bread-corn, 


He, which has added very much to the diſtreſſes of the 5 


| labouring poor, kindled che rage of the more im- 5 


Ks patient, fo as led them, in many places, to violate | DI 


the laws of their country by riotous tumults, 4 8 


1 great injury of ſeveral individuals, and the — 


— terror of their peaceable neighbours in general; 5 


1 and has indeed awakened the | attention of the N 


LES and the great, any put them upon uniting with 1 9 


. more benevolent, in contriving ways and means : 


5 for quieting the minds of the people, by opening 1 | 
. ſubſcriptions for the relief of the neceſlitous, and 


ED by throwing. out many uſeful hints to the public, 
$6 calculated to leſſen the weight of the calamity. = 


2 All very good fo far, | But, notwithſtanding theſe — 


| commendable efforts, the evil is ſtill painfully felt; oy 


1 * 
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> 1 — 9 run MONITOR, 
15 and mould the produce of this year s harveſt, not 
; turn out ſo plentiful as our wiſhes lead us to hope, 
which, if reports from ſeveral parts of the country 
1 may be credited, is ſomewhat doubtful, the con- 
ſequence muſt be ſeriouſly alarming indeed! Gov 
— his infinite Mercy grant that our Fe cars may not | 
be realized! Another year's ſcarcity, amidſt the . 
5 the ravages of continued war, would render our ls 
. national diſtreſs dreadful bey ond the power. of 5 
8 e 8 1 85 
Many ; are ebe combining cauſes of this deplor- TT 
= able evil, moſt of which have been pointed out in 5 5 ö 
= : the public papers and pamphlets; but the grand, 5 
1 che original cauſe—the ExORMITY « or OUR Vicks, | 
. : has been too little attended to ;— nor bas the hand 
of the Aluichrr, though | 0 apparent in this 
- Judgment, and every Event of Time, been pro- . 
12 perly noticed. We ſeem to have forgot that we T7 
_ live and move and have our r being i in Him; and . 
how entirely y we depend upon his good pleaſure for 
| every ching. — War and Peace; . Sickneſs and GY 
Health; Famine and Plenty; Life and Death; 1 


come and 80 4 at his command. Hei is now calling : 


ad | —_ — upon | 


THE MONITOR. | | e 


upon us by bis Providence, in 2 voice e louder than Pe 


ever, to turn from our evil ways to him, and with ny 


the compaſſion of a tender parent, expoſtulates : 


with us, between every ſtroke of his chaſtening 


rod War WILL YE DIE ?—REPENT AND LIVE. 


Oh! q let 1 us then hear and obey him with reverence, ES, 


and godly fear Humble ourſelves under his 


mighty hand, with penitential contrition for our 


; paſt offences, and reſolve in the ſtrength of bis 


5 grace to live and walk i in neunels of life. Let us" -. 
= with united hearts fervently pray, not only for the nj _ 


bleſſings of Pr ACE and PLexTY, but alſo for W. 8 0 


” Dom to make a: better uſe of them chan we have 


5 done in time paſt. And let us remember our Goo 


” is not to be mocked, or impoſed, on by the mere pa- 5 


> rade, or molt pompous new of devotion; nothing . 


: ſhort of the ſincerely pious affection of the heart, 


= and a life conformable to the dictates of his holy ON 


. word, can be acceptable 3 in his Gght, —Iti is equally a 


EG in vain to hope, by any ſpecious pretences or ſu- 


perſtitious obſervances, to prevail on him to ſhew 
us Merey; or to think of eſcaping from the ſword 


. 
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4 of bis avenging Juſtice by hardening « our hea ts 0 


* it. 


Very there i is a Gs that judgeth i in gde 4 


and He muſt and will be acknowledged as ſuch "= 
firlt or laſt by xverr one or vs; . either by ns f 
ſincere repentance, or by our agonizing ſenſe of . 
his 1 ri zhteous indignation pour d out upon us to hs 8 
5 uttermoſt! Awful alternative! may we no ” het 1. 


5 and chuſe the better rows while there | is *. 


rn END 


